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The CHURCHES OF GOD are strictly undenominational. We are not affiliated with any denominational project. The true CHURCH OF GOD is not a sect, a division, or a denomination. We have no ambition to build up a denominational machine or organization. We are not independent, but we are DEPENDENT upon God. We wish to promote nothing further than to spread the last warning Message with power to the multitudes, to be used in the salvation of such as God calls, and humbly to minister to as many of those called-out ones whom God has added to His Church, and who wish to assemble with us in peace and harmony based on LOVE, for our mutual edification. We recognize that all born-again souls become members of the spiritual Body of Christ, the true CHURCH OF GOD. We believe in The Commandments of God and the Faith of Jesus Christ.

LETTERS FROM THE MINISTERS

FROM ELD. CLAUDE W. ELLIS

To the Saints scattered throughout the land: Grace and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ:

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the father of mercies and the God of all comfort, who comforteth us all in our tribulation. (II Cor. 1:2-3).

I am truly thankful to God for His wonderful Plan of salvation and that He included me in His "whosoever will, may come," -- that I, with you, can be called a child of His. Blessed be His name. God has certainly been blessing our feeble efforts in the work here in Oregon and we especially thank Him for the generous blessing on the radio Church.

I am proud to have been a member in this part of God's work since it first went on the air. I have watched it grow, but I am sure the far-reaching results and the good done will never be known until the hidden things shall be revealed, but we have seen many souls saved for His name, and the last Message declared to many thousands.

We surely do appreciate the fellowship of the saints here, and the love that exists between brethren here in Oregon, being as one great family striving to attain. I truly thank God for the privilege of meeting with, and serving these brethren, and for the opportunity of working with Brother Armstrong.

Brethren, the devil is truly going about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour, but God has promised strength to the honest in heart that they may not be deceived.

Nevertheless the Lord admonishes us to pray always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.

Brethren, we desire your prayers that this work may leap forward under the divine guidance of God, and we might be humble, usable in His hands, and that the true Message may go powerfully to a lost world and many souls may be saved for the honor and glory of His name, then we know His Word will not return unto Him void.

-------------------------------------------------

FROM HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG

To our Dear Brethren everywhere, Greetings in the precious name of God's Son:

Surely, dear brethren, we are now in that period known as "the TIME OF THE END," when God's people are, each of us individually, being tried and tested, so that we may be purified (Dan. 12:9-10), and that we may be made ready, and righteous, and holy, for the soon coming of our Lord. (Rev. 19:7-8; Heb. 12:14).

Here in Oregon we are privileged to enjoy such blessed fellowship together at Eugene Church, and also the Churches at Dever and Oregon City, also meeting about once a month with those of Harrisburg Church. It is inspiring -- it is a glorious JOY to partake of such peaceful fellowship where real love is manifest, and shines from the faces of God's people.

Yet, even here, where we are so privileged, -- where we hear preaching and admonition every Sabbath -- where we can mutually help and pray for one-another -- even here I know practically every individual and every home is now experiencing some real trial or test, sufficient to try the souls of the stoutest characters.

It is the sifting time. Sterner tests are ahead. Our ONLY HOPE of going safely thru, and enduring to the end as overcomers is in TRUSTING HIM -- in learning the lesson of COMMITTING our trials to HIM -- the lesson of FAITH. And this comes from really getting to KNOW the living God, and we can only KNOW Him if we are in CONSTANT PRAYER. How much MORE do you dear brethren who are isolated, standing alone, need this contact with God, which can come only thru much earnest prayer. Let us PRAY MORE! And we need your prayers for this work. It is a work of faith, and our faith is tried to the limit. Brethren, pray for us, that God will keep us humble, that He will hold up our feeble hands and keep us pressing on, and that this great work now reaching many thousands may continue in even greater power and usefulness. How dependent we are upon HIM! Praise His name! His grace is sufficient for our every need. God bless you all. May He keep you always true and steadfast, your affections and thoughts on the things above, your faith in HIM!

HOW the RADIO WORK and The PLAIN TRUTH Magazine is SPREADING THE LAST WARNING MESSAGE TO MANY THOUSANDS

Think of it! An audience of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND PEOPLE listening to the true CHURCH OF GOD MESSAGE, once every single week!

It is difficult, we know, for those not intimately connected with this work, right here in the office in Eugene and seeing all the scores and scores of letters as they roll in from this vast audience, to realize as all what a great and powerful and effective work God has made possible thru the modern facilities of RADIO and the PRINTING PRESS.

Few, even of the brethren here in Eugene Church, have any real conception of he magnitude of this work.

We believe the brethren scattered abroad would like to hear more about it.

Briefly, the radio work which is the CHURCH OF GOD over the air, is called The Radio Church of God. There are two broadcasts every Sunday, at 10:A.M. over KORE, Eugene, a 100 watt station covering the upper Willamette Valley, and again at 4:P.M. over the more powerful Portland station, KWJJ. We have selected Sunday because more people can be reached then.

The Eugene broadcast for the time being is reduced to 15 minutes, but we still have the full 30 minutes over the larger station, KWJJ, from Portland.

In that 30 minutes a full evangelistic service is broadcast. It is a rapid-fire program, in every sense a radio production, employing principles of radio technique, yet it is purely evangelistic. KWJJ announcers tell us The Radio Church is the best and most interesting program that goes out over their station thru the week -- religious or otherwise.

The typical program includes at least five singing members, opening greeting, prayer, opening announcements, sermon, and closing announcements -- yet it flows so smoothly and rapidly that 18 to 23 minutes of the 30 is devoted to a vigorous sermon.

The music has been furnished by the Radio Church Quartette, a mixed quartette, with Beverly Armstrong, soprano, Mrs. Armstrong, alto, Claude Ellis, tenor, and Alfred Frese, bass, with Velma Ellis at the piano. The quartette has worked very hard on these programs, averaging two to three rehearsals before each program. Each program is carefully planned and rehearsed in advance, which is the real secret of its rapid-fire smoothness. The quartette has been especially good, and qualified music critics have said it is good enough for a national net-work. The music is inspiring, and never drags. Now a MALE QUARTETTE has at last been assembled together, Leland and Larry Chase joining with Claude Ellis and Alfred Frese, and it shows promise of becoming a very outstanding male quartette, as all four voices match and blend perfectly. We are really enthusiastic over the possibilities of this male quartette, and so are the men who compose it.

The Radio Church has grown and developed, until it now undoubtedly has the largest audience of any religious broadcast in the Pacific Northwest.

Based upon surveys, and mailed received, the present audience over KWJJ alone is estimated at more than 100,000 people. We have had letters from listeners in all parts of Oregon and Washington, northern Idaho, and the three western provinces of Canada, British Columbia, Alberta, and Saskatchewan.

The PLAIN TRUTH magazine is sent FREE, without subscription price, as an evangelistic magazine to all radio listeners who request it. The circulation of this paper is growing phenomenally, and is already getting into the thousands, undoubtedly carrying the last Message to more people, outside Church of God brethren, than all other Church of God publishing work combined.

A very heavy mail is received. The radio and the magazine are establishing an intimate and personal contact with hundreds and hundreds of interested people. Many of these lead to Bible studies, and in turn these have led to conversions and bringing members into the Church. The mail, with the publishing work, keeps us busy in the office, in a down-town office building, daily except Sabbaths and Sundays.

Sister Starkey, of Eugene Church, has been in the office as Secretary since last summer. Since she has moved farther from Eugene, Beverly Armstrong is taking over the secretarial duties in the office.

N.B.C. and C.B.S. tests show that only one out of a thousand radio listeners will respond to a broadcast by requesting free literature, yet we often receive from 100 to 150 letters in a single week, all of which must be answered. This in itself is a big work.

Conversions have taken place at home beside the radio during our broadcasts. Many have been converted and brought into the church as a result of this work. New ones are coming in all the time.

None connected with this work takes any of the credit or glory. It is God's glorious work. It is HIS BLESSING, and that alone, which has brought results. To HIM, and Him ALONE goes all credit, honor and glory. Praise His holy name! He will bless all who will really serve HIM, follow Him, and let Him work in and thru them.

The radio and magazine work is purely a WORK OF FAITH. We have learned by sad experience that if we look to men, or a man- controlled treasury, for the funds to carry on the work, that we must do as the MEN say, who control the treasury. There is one way that honest laborers, yielded to God, may truly SERVE GOD, and that is to TRUST GOD for the money, as well as every other need, for His Work!

Our faith is sorely tried. Often it seems the work has stopped and cannot go on. We NEED YOUR PRAYERS!

-------------------------------------------------------------------

WHICH is the one TRUE CHURCH of GOD?

Is There an organization, with a definite form of church government, recognized by Almighty God exclusively as HIS one and only CHURCH?

Many organizations on earth lay claim to being God's one and ONLY true Church.

Which is right?

We must remember, too, that members of each of these various organizations are entirely sincere and honest in believing earnestly that their particular is the one true Church. All, too, feel absolutely certain that this belief is sustained in THE BIBLE.

Many Roman Catholics, for instance, are so positively convinced that they belong to the one and only true Church that their minds are CLOSED to any proof to the contrary. Thus they are blinded! We can see this. But are some of US in this same condition of blinded prejudice?

IF we belong to the one and only true Church, then open- minded, honest, fair, unbiased examination of the FACTS will only confirm the truth. But if we have been deceived, had we not better accept the Bible as a source of CORRECTION and REPROOF (II Tim. 3:16), so we may become UNdeceived? Remember, a deceived man believes sincerely he is right. Surely we cannot be too careful.

The Source of AUTHORITY

The one source of authority on this question is the Bible. In it we find the only record of the founding of the true Church of God.

First, let us not assume. Let us ask, just what IS "the Church?" Is the Church a BUILDING? Is it an ORGANIZATION?

Whatever it may be, we know it is something that was purchased with the blood of the Son of God. Acts 20:28 tells us: "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers (shepherds, or local church elders), to feed the CHURCH OF GOD, which He hath purchased with His own blood."

Recently we heard a minister say over the radio that the Church is the BUILDING in which the people assemble for worship. This text ought to remove any doubt on that point. God did not purchase any building, or buildings, with His blood!

Another thing we learn from this text is that it was not some "church" named after a man, but "The Church of GOD" which Christ purchased. And, since we believe our readers are all sufficiently familiar with the many texts in the Bible proving the true Church should be called, as God Himself named it, "The CHURCH OF GOD," further proof on this point is not here necessary.

The Scriptures teach us that people -- individual PEOPLE -- not buildings or organizations as such, -- have forgiveness of sins thru His blood. We are justified, cleansed of all sin, by His blood. Therefore, since the CHURCH OF GOD is that which was purchased with His blood, and since it is individual souls, not collective organizations, which His blood justifies and cleanses, we must conclude that THE CHURCH OF GOD is composed of these PEOPLE whose sins are thus forgiven, and who are thus cleansed.

Did Christ's Blood Purchase Some ORGANIZATION?

The next question is, was it some particular group of people who have joined some particular ORGANIZATION, organized under a certain form, having a certain form of government (which means RULE), with certain men occupying certain offices, doing the ruling, which Christ purchased, to the exclusion of other organizations or individual people, with His own blood?

Can we believe that there is on earth today some one ORGANIZATION, whose members ALONE Christ purchased with His own blood, --- and that people who belong to some other organization, or no organization, who have fully repented, accepted Christ, been baptised, and received the Holy Spirit are excluded, and without salvation?

The Scriptures distinctly teach that the CHURCH OF GOD is the Body of Jesus Christ, of which He, and HE ALONE, is the HEAD!

Notice Ephesians 1:19-23: "And what is the exceeding greatness of His power to usward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and set Him at His own right hand ... and gave HIM to be HEAD over all things to the Church, which is HIS BODY, the fulness of Him that filleth all in-all."

It should be evident to all not unduly prejudiced that the true CHURCH is not a human-governed and administered organization, but a SPIRITUAL ORGANISM!

It is A BODY! And that body is not a group of people who have organized themselves together, whose names are written with material ink on a man-kept book or a membership card -- it is THE BODY OF CHRIST!

Jesus pictured this spiritual organism in John 15:5, when He said, "I am the Vine, ye are the branches." The branches are joined, not to each other direct, but each is separately and individually joined TO THE VINE. It is only the Vine that joins one branch to another.

The life-giving sap flows from the grape-vine into and thru the branches, so they bear fruit, just as the Holy Spirit flows from Christ into and thru each member of HIS BODY, producing the FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT -- LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, GENTLENESS, etc.

Read a little further: "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water BY THE WORD, that He might present it to Himself a GLORIOUS CHURCH, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it might be HOLY, and WITHOUT BLEMISH."

It ought to be apparent that God's Son did not give Himself for a building to present it to Him -- neither did He give Himself exclusively for some ONE of the many sectarian denominations or organizations, whose members EXCLUSIVELY He is going to present to Himself a glorious organization. No such organization is without spot or wrinkle. None is entirely HOLY. There are at least a FEW Judas Iscariots within all of them! And if just ONE MEMBER of the TRUE CHURCH have a spot or wrinkle, then the whole body is not without spot or wrinkle. The TRUE CHURCH that shall be presented to Christ will consist only of those individuals who are HOLY, and without spot or wrinkle.

Are we, then, to conclude that God is dispensing salvation WHOLESALE, by ORGANIZATIONS, instead of by individuals? Is there some one organization which, with its one or more Judases, will be presented to Christ and go into the Kingdom, while all other people outside this particular organization, regardless of how much they have repented and believed, no matter how holy, cannot hope to be presented to Christ and to enter the Kingdom with eternal life?

The SPIRITUAL ORGANISM

Notice Eph. 5:30: "For we are members of" -- what? Members of an ORGANIZATION? No, "members of HIS BODY." Note it! The true Church is THE BODY of Christ. A body has head, hands, feet, etc. The head directs the actions of every other part of the body. "And Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature ... And He is the HEAD of the body, the Church." (Col. 1:15-18).

Oh, brethren, can we not see it? God is A SPIRIT -- invisible, immortal! (John 4:24). Man is but FLESH (Gen. 6:3; John 3:6). Flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom (I Cor. 15:50) -- we must be BORN AGAIN -- born of God, who is a SPIRIT -- born of THE HOLY SPIRIT (John 3:3). The Bible way to be BORN AGAIN, and to become a spirit being is -- what? To join an organization? To "cast your lot with this one true organization?" To "take your stand for the doctrines our organization has voted upon?" No! The conditions are "REPENT, and BE BAPTISED (in FAITH) in the NAME OF JESUS CHRIST ... and ye SHALL RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT." (Acts 2:38).

IF you have the Holy Spirit you are CHRIST'S, but if the Holy Spirit is not dwelling and abiding IN YOU, then you are NONE OF HIS (Rom. 8:9), and certainly not OF His body, no matter how many organizations you have joined!

How, then, does one get INTO the true CHURCH OF GOD, which is THE BODY OF CHRIST? Does he JOIN it, like one joins a lodge or a worldly club or society? Brethren, there is not a single text in the Bible that speaks of JOINING THE CHURCH! Rather, "God adds to the Church SUCH AS MIGHT BE SAVED!" (Acts 2:47). Ministers have no doubt written out membership certificates to many who ARE NOT SAVED! Many have accepted an ARGUMENT -- many have accepted so-called "Church of God doctrine," -- many are resting and attending church on the Sabbath -- who have never been truly CONVERTED -- who have never really DIED and been BORN AGAIN, and who do not have THE HOLY SPIRIT! It is only those being SAVED -- who have THE HOLY SPIRIT -- whom GOD adds to His true CHURCH. Men may add others to their organizations, but GOD only adds those being SAVED to HIS CHURCH!

How does God put us into the true CHURCH OF GOD? "By one SPIRIT are we all baptised (put into) into ONE BODY." (I Cor. 12:13). Not by joining it. Not by some preacher writing out a membership certificate! Not by "casting your lot," or "Taking your stand." And note it! There is but just the ONE BODY!

Oh, dear brethren, can't we see the blessed TRUTH? We must first receive the HOLY SPIRIT -- and that by utter, complete, SURRENDER to God, full and genuine REPENTANCE -- by a real BORN- AGAIN EXPERIENCE -- by BEING CONVERTED -- CHANGED! If we are led by the Holy Spirit, rather than by men, then and then ONLY are we the sons of God (Rom 8:14).

Christ is GOD'S SON. God is A SPIRIT. And when we receive THE SPIRIT of adoption, and are BORN OF GOD, then we, too, become the SONS OF GOD. And GOD'S SONS are combined together, not by a man-formed organization, but by HIS SPIRIT, into ONE BODY!

Now Christ is not the body. He is only a part of the body -- He is THE HEAD! He is THE FIRST-BORN among many brethren -- the first of the Sons of God. The other sons form the rest of the BODY. The rest of us are the toes, fingers, arms, legs, etc. CHRIST IS OUR HEAD! We must go as HE directs! And THIS is the BODY OF CHRIST, the true CHURCH OF GOD!

And therefore the true Church of God is a BODY -- ONE body -- composed of the SONS of God, who are BORN of Him thru the HOLY SPIRIT.

And the Scriptures tell us explicitly that there is BUT ONE BODY -- but ONE true Church of God. IF that one true Church is only an organization with government administered by men in authority over other men, then whatever organization is the true body is composed wholly of saved, born-again sons of God, and no one outside this man-ruled organization can have salvation.

But if, on the other hand, the true Church is that spiritual organism composed of all, regardless of what organization they are in or whether in ANY organization, who have been converted, and are being led of the SPIRIT OF GOD, as individuals no matter WHERE they are -- then THIS is the ONE AND ONLY true Church of God, and any organization who lays claim to being the true Church is only another body -- and one different from the TRUE CHURCH OF GOD.

If the TRUE CHURCH is made up of saved individuals, regardless of WHERE they are, then THAT is the one true Church, -- that and not any organization. And the Scriptures do clearly teach this. Therefore NO ORGANIZATION on earth, as they now exist, can Scripturally lay claim to being he ONE TRUE CHURCH! It makes no difference whether it be the Roman Catholic, or some other organization!

But is not the Church organized? Should it be organized? That is not the question of this article. The point is, the Church is NOT an ORGANIZATION. So far as organization goes, there are MANY organizations -- MANY sects and denominations. And that which binds each one together, is also the very thing which separates it from others, and has caused all separation and division. This we shall discuss in a future article.

Suffice it to say here that there are SEVERAL organizations who go under the name CHURCH OF GOD.

There are several organizations who have for their main doctrinal tenet THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD.

There are also a number who claim to have the BIBLE FORM of organization, and even have APOSTLES. But no one of those things or all of them stamp an ORGANIZATION as the one true Church -- because the Scriptures warn us against FALSE APOSTLES (II Cor. 11:13-15) identifying them as the ones who work deceitfully, and with pretense and hypocrisy -- and also because the one true Church IS NOT AN ORGANIZATION.

We know -- and YOU know -- there are many, not members of any sect, denomination or organization, who have been truly converted and have the Holy Spirit, and, being the CHILDREN OF GOD, they are MEMBERS IN PARTICULAR OF THE ONE BODY (I Cor. 12:27). You know this is true. There are, beyond any doubt, MANY other people who are connected with VARIOUS organizations, who, while they may not have all the knowledge, as yet, nevertheless have truly repented, received the Holy Spirit, and been born into the true family of God. They are not members of YOUR organization, but can you deny they are members of THE ONE TRUE CHURCH? DARE you deny it?

We know, too, that in EVERY organization there are SOME who do not have the Holy Spirit -- who never were truly converted, or have backslidden. And these are NOT in the one TRUE Church!

God alone knows the hearts of men. He alone knows WHO, and just HOW MANY are in His one and only TRUE Church of God. Praise God, that TRUE CHURCH is not limited to some one sectarian denomination! Praise God salvation does not come by the permission of men in some man-governed organization -- it is a FREE salvation -- open to ALL.

What a glorious TRUTH! The TRUE Church is NOT AN ORGANIZATION -- it is a SPIRITUAL ORGANISM. Brother, Sister, are YOU a member in good standing?

-----------------------------------------------

REPORT FROM VANCOUVER S.S.

As we come to the close of this first issue of the ENLARGED BULLETIN, we have many personal news notes written out, but no room in this number for them. Also we had hoped to give you two pages of THE MOST INTERESTING LETTERS, from RADIO LISTENERS. We know you'll ENJOY reading these. But they must be held over for the NEXT ISSUE, which we hope to have out JULY 15th.

We finally complete this issue, June 30th, a letter comes from Sister Burnett telling of the FIRST MEETING of Vancouver Sabbath School. We shall devote the remainder of the space to portions of her letter:

"Dear Brother and Sister Armstrong:

It is Sabbath afternoon, and we had such a good time together I will have to write and tell you about it. They all took a good part, and how anxious all seemed to study for the TRUTH!

We liked those two ladies at Vancouver so much, and the young couple, Mr. and Mrs. Cramer, are such fine young people. They are, every one of them, so in earnest. Bro. and Sister Cramer expect to bring others with them next Sabbath, and I will try and get others to come. It's a wonderful thing to be with a group of people who are seeking the real truths. We need song books.

Well, I am soaring, can't you feel it? I have been under something with the corners all pegged down, and it has almost broken me, but at last I am where I can fly, and the Lord keep me flying in the TRUE WAY! I feel sure we are a very happy group, and we want your interest and prayers and all the help you can give. Your Sister in the Lord, Mrs. R.W. Burnett.




